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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION 


The immediate objectives of the State Library Commission for the 
fiscal year July 1, 1941-June 30, 1942, were to give advisory service 
in establishing county libraries, to advise with trustees of existing libraries 
in extending service to county through contract, and to urge subscription 
libraries to give free service if possible. Emphasis has been placed upon 
the importance of cooperation and integration of the library program with 
other public agencies. Book selection and suggestions on how to make 
better use of available material have been of major importance. 


More than fifty per cent of the secretary’s time has been given to 
field service. Visits have been made to twenty-five free public libraries— 
five of these libraries have been observed three times during the past 
twelve months. Three subscription libraries have been visited. Eight 
senior college libraries, including library service of the demonstration 
schools in each of the teacher training agencies, have been observed. 
Visits have been made to many high schools and junior colleges. The 
Secretary served as State Director of the Victory Book Campaign. Each 
camp library in the state and many U. S. O. clubs were visited during this 
campaign. 


The district office in each of the four areas of the Work Projects 
Administration has been visited. Conferences were held with members 
of the administrative staff, as well as with the area assistant of the 
library project on the progress of library development. From two to 
three county projects have been observed in each area. 


Assistance was given in planning the annual meeting of the State 
Library Association and the library section of the Mississippi Education 
Association. Suggestions were also made for the articles on library service 
which appeared monthly in the Mississippi Educational Advance. 


The library legislative program—state aid, certification, and increased 
support on the State Library Commission—required much time and thought. 
The appropriation for the biennium July 1, 1942 to June 30, 1944, is 
$11,000.00, an increase of $2,000.00. After many contacts were made with 
the legislators in regard to state aid and certification it was decided by 
the library committees of the House and Senate unwise to introduce these 
two measures at this time. 


Efforts are being made constantly to strengthen the state agency 
in making it a more effective agency in planning for future state service. 
Statistical records for every type of service are available for a five year 
period, professional periodicals are kept up-to-date, many professional tools 
have been added recently. Professional periodicals have been bound from 
1928 to date. This has already proved of great value in study and re- 
search. “Books”, which will be published quarterly, is an effort to 
strengthen bibliographic aid from the central office. A file of up-to-date 
catalogs of the library schools throughout-the United States is available. 
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The State Library Commission has sponsored the state-wide WPA 
library project since 1935. Even though much publicity has been given 
to this phase of the state-wide library service, there is still much confusion 
in the minds of the public as to the relationship of the State Library 
Commission and the WPA project. This relationship is the same as that 
of any other project with the existing agency—that is, the existing agency 
is responsible for the engineering of plans and specifications for the work. 
The Work Projects Administration through the library project has made 
it possible for the Commission to greatly strengthen the supplementary 
book service and professional personnel to administer this service. Too 
much emphasis cannot be given to the importance and the real value which 
this aid has meant in the improvement of the reading interest in the state, 
particularly in children’s books. 


Since 1937 it has been the policy of the State Library Commission to 
purchase books for subject material only. The federal funds available for 
books have been used to assist a new county library in supplementing the 
book stock of its initial collection for bookmobile service from one to 
three years. There have been six such libraries Alcorn, Grenada, Harrison, 
Hinds, Lee, and Madison. These collections have ranged from 600 volumes 
to 1,500 volumes. The number of volumes depends upon local funds avail- 
able, type of cooperative programs with the county school system, and the 
future means of distribution. Federal funds also provide books for sup- 
plementary service to counties in which there is no established public 
library and to any other free library with a limited book budget, provided 
service is given to the rural area. These collections vary from 25 to 
300 volumes for a six month period. Fifty per cent of the funds were used 
to buy children’s books. 


The services of a full-time trained librarian have been paid from 
federal funds in Hinds County and Harrison County for a two year period, 
a part-time trained librarian in Lee and Madison Counties for a one year 
period, a full-time experienced librarian with some formal training in 
Grenada for a one year period. Library workers were provided from 
federal funds for the distributing centers and to drive the bookmobile. 
Two bookmobiles have been provided from federal funds. Provision has 
been made for the next fiscal year for a full-time trained librarian in 
Hinds County and Harrison County, paid from local funds. Alcorn and 
Grenada have employed trained librarians, paid from local funds over a 
period of years. Lee County and Madison County have not yet met this 
minimum standard recommended by the State Library Commission. 


The above policies were followed until it became necessary to redirect 
the the program of the Work Projects Administration to meet the all out 
effort for total war. The library program has been redirected to assist 
the O.P.A., O.C.D. and other state-wide agencies in supplying pamphlets, 
charts, and other material in print through War Information Reference 
and Reading Service Centers. Every effort possible is being made to help 
the public to understand what total war means. The program has also been 
redirected to provide workers in military centers, U. S. O. clubs, and in 
other soldier and sailor recreational centers. Books and personnel are 
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being provided for defense areas where the local library cannot meet the 
present demand due to the influx of population brought about by war 
workers and soldiers’ families in defense areas and military centers. 


In order to comply with the rules and regulations of the Work Pro- 
jects Administration to meet the war effort, it will not be possible to employ 
a full-time trained librarian for a county as formerly. Each member of 
the trained staff will be charged with the responsibilty of supervision 
of several War Information Reference and Reading Service Centers. Care- 
ful study of the statistics which appear elsewhere in this bulletin will show 
the extent of the program and the location of county workers. 


In order to further comply with federal regulations books to be 
purchased with federal funds available through the Work Projects Adminis- 
tration must fall in the following subject fields: American history; 
American life (North and South America); background of the nations at 
war, political, social, and economic; democracy; gardening; government; 
health; international relations; nutrition; technical fields related to war 
industry, including industrial and horticultural fields; vocational. 


A trained librarian who has had wide experience in public library 
service and book selection is in charge of the reference department. She 
is assisted by the_cataloger who is also a professionally trained librarian. 
The state supervisor is a trained librarian with wide experience in various 
fields of library service. She gives general supervision of book service, 
confers with the Secretary of the State Library Commission concerning 
state plans for library development, as well as keeping the Secretary 
informed about rules and regulations which must be observed by an 
existing agency requesting the aid of the Work Projects Administration. 
The salaries of three professional librarians and seven clerical assistants 
in the central office are paid from federal funds. 


The following statistics show the type service offered and where the 
service has been given during the past fiscal year: 


BOOK COLLECTION 
Fiscal Year October 1, 1941 — September 30, 1942 





Volumes Owned by Work Projects Administration....................2002.......... 26,265 
Volumes Owned by State Library Commission..........0000.20.202220.22.220---02-0- 4,335 
TR isiesiticcsecibacnn Sn Ee a eT Te ..30,600 
Circulation 
Collections: 463 Volumes: 15,729 
Individual Loans: 
Aa is idcalneilinte inaiiaabhastnitedlaaatcieibeinniaiie 1,576 
ET Set Lae Te MR ee LON 2,941 
EEE CW ee eee OE ae 4,517 


Special Requests: 2,103. 
Pamphlets: 458 








The following table shows the distribution of book service: 


STATE EXTENSION BOOK SERVICE* 
October 1, 1941 — September 30, 1942 


Reference Collections 
County (Volumes) (Volumes) Total 
REESE Sena APR eR ees uErCrE Cee er eee 97 118 215 
a RIESE WaPEP SNCs oe ee oe ae cee 41 151 192 
EE wre ae ee ee 100 311 411 
IID: sia. tss tec aacennsconsoisecdsiing enaliemnaadaiaiaie ma 2 
| SERRE ane eee ere eR Rr ee 48 638 686 
EEE REIT ere aeaere een ee Br 17 35 52 
SERRE ae eee bee te cer Re rammnu 40 230 270 
III sh cnc lateniastnisidlincnuicieieanienalomseasiin 70 17 87 
eee 12 108 120 
ID 0 cissssindh dined sosesnpcnienceaseniancllaa 2 12 14 
IN itches lita annohdlicntaiaeatisinhen 39 248 287 
SE “i chanscanitarls sha decacish aaa caleeiamstseicalinins 26 185 211 
RIED citrneechieicinih penne biidasieiebiesiiciiabauieeeaaion 41 235 276 
IID - i coals drisaeochsoidionsshibhishaphaeiaina 39 91 130 
RIE \nichethccictesanbpliciclste centiedaassaiaesentaltomn 21 152 173 
I hii atpactncligh hslseetaiea abeiasoniinaiiaaenea 25 274 299 
III sisicsitechdceuiahinandandlansascieaciatiabieliaiie wads oar 2 
SII iliciadericeeicciintsehiscneuniaceailebeininiciseital 33 25 58 
III dice ci ateslaats aia lieiencndineianaiadiodials 33 99 132 
IIe cceichiibes ls elpnitecselsSeti 87 133 220 
SEIN - Sikisicssnrcsbdaatinelipmuininiceiaencaiielibaecnesious 43 830 873 
IIIT oii scot seiaieseledcinehhaeapedaliicaiidilion 151 683 834 
a a ia te leaaaebeibambidiibads 70 16 86 
SII <cicniiacecinbslgaiientekeotenianehersscmsbies 34 61 95 
IIE ist iadiictstieatuhdahidniemceeatichieithipadiiion 42 176 218 
IN siciicissiebbcinss eased iseciabiecgailinnt,~ © Hel 11 11 
SINE? > 5-1-4 as des aeepdaetnitamenoraaianiAimnonetiaes 53 416 469 
Jackson College (Hinds) .........000.0 1... 738 738 
IITs scsrhirthdehetnpectamtsdsasinicnskennntinieealiassdiienanmasaeil -— » ae 3 
NERS See Me eh nacre er ae eee 6 6 
BIE TINIE pscccepntiinsnsicemnsiintantoenniannininamade es er cainate 3 
|| IRR SESE RE SE RPS ee nee 11 5 16 
SUITE ics sesssseaccsshascunstacianabieiioiietonsillitantaattiaaai 22 257 279 
I ear icsis ast insincere aiciinigesiaagoaicadildis 13 216 229 
REE SS PAE see tne Seen ee Neen ee 60 667 727 
I isa eaheenstsiahennsiaonamanibiedad 18 11 29 
PI” icici cininsbcpitnitiaetetnianeeieemntannaiies ee x 
RIE (as-is Sactcirad deen shine nansbeciobaboanliionndainis 26 329 855 
REE OSES Rie ne AeE Pe eee hme eee 169 589 758 
EE Ss eae rere Tae Ree et 11 138 149 
IID statis ecttahcohenies nanecsaetanisnsnidiiatniinbilediapis 30 398 428 
I aor aici andieccaniellatisadpienagiaee 74 781 855 
IN scliicnt dine Migshiamseaieesipsetiiasmactenmes 39 628 667 
SII a:4is.isascasduneedablnonssicaininenndaanetiomnabion 27 118 145 
IE sticasaclsdbinsinniininiadeitbacianindeiebaaisin 38 102 140 
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Monroe 





a Tene et RT 47 167 214 
IIS a. ssciciceite adiadansliconielllepdnndedscebtiasel ee 28 
RE eee ee eee 1 13 14 
RGAE ichbdicdestcibdhscivaidg te ceKeilaeiddatioieslopidabielin . 23 74 97 
Er ee a 7 29 
REESE SEER ERE ASRS ENE SES a ae 3 
I atk alts csinaienicapientaieisall . 15 27 
i Nt lana 25 408 433 
a a 79 200 279 
I hea chictactdoamealtiipeehieniineldl 34 224 258 
BETTER SENS 2 SE aes 9 305 314 
I decedent amas teeaenaiiaonatiaiadbiain 9 194 203 
i a 34 
ESE ee lalla ieee . 114 $21 435 
RES ESP re ee seen we oe 595 645 
a 14 = 14 
State College (Oktibbeha) -................... aii 26 26 
EEE EE eee eee . 20 543 563 
ESTRELA EEE OE ee 20 157 177 
ge RE eae 17 100 117 
EEE Som Re ee ad ny oe en ee 3 97 100 
RESTS ae Rea ge AO iiniakaes 14 34 48 
ER RE ae a 42 286 328 
ee ote asetaaniiaaalest 40 215 255 
| RSNSAESIS SRR ietar cee Renee See ee 4 193 197 
, EEE EEE ome tae on eeare woe 12 57 69 
a aca 4 197 201 
ER ESSE eR are Ee 20 5 25 
II iin tdcarnsdescisiidiastcaamaeaieeatapiuaeniet 4 5 9 

ic i a ees is 2,424 14,676 17,100 
ok 


This service has been given from the combined book collection of the 
State War Information Reference and Reading Service and the State 
Library Commission. The entire personnel of the State War Informa- 
tion Reference and Reading Service is paid with federal funds available 
through the Work Projects Administration. 





Conclusion 

A comparative study of the statistics showing the growth and develop- 
ment of library service in the state over a five year period will give one 
something of the progress in library development during recent years. 
While the increased support is encouraging, present library facilities, 
efficient personnel, and financial support are nothing short of a crisis 
to provide adequate material to meet the present need and to get the 
greatest use and the widest possible reading of available material. A 
total war means that every man, woman, and child must be well informed 
on the problems of winning the war, planning the peace for America, and 
the post war world,, 

Library legislation in this state provides for a sound basic plan for 
a program of action. The type of material available, use of such material, 
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and the cooperative plan of all libraries—public, school, college, and state— 
as well as the plan of integration with other educational agencies have 
been the problems of chief interest and study during the past three years 
by the Secretary. Qualified library leadership, active and interested trus- 
tees, local interest will be essential for working out these problems. 


The strength of library leadership must be brought about by active 
participation of librarians, trustees, and interested citzens through national 
and state organizations. The American Library Association Bulletin, 
November 1941, lists only fifty-four individual members and seventeen 
institutional members of the national organization. The October 1942 
issue of the American Library Association Bulletin is well worth the 
cost of annual membership. “A message to American Librarians” by 
Elmer Davis, Chief of the Office of War Information, should be a must 
article. “Converting the Library to War Conditions” by Ruth Rutzen 
should be required reading by each trustee and librarian. This article may 
be secured as a separate from the American Library Association for the 
small amount of $1.50 for ten copies. “Let’s Inform Ourselves”, a list 
compiled by Alice M. Farquhar, Chairman of the Adult Education Board, 
should be available in every library. Of the fifteen publications listed, 
eight may be secured free. 

Youth, Libraries and the War, available from the School and Children’s 
Library Division, American Library Association, offers many excellent 
suggestions and plans for school librarians and public librarians in orga- 
nizing the library to meet the needs of children and youth in a total war 
effort. For Our Children in Wartime, a program of state action issued 
by the United States Department of Labor, Children’s Bureau, Washington, 
D. C., gives excellent suggestions for children’s librarians, clubs, and group 
organizations. 

Dr. William D. McCain, President of the Mississippi Library Associa- 
tion, calls attention in this bulletin to the importance of membership in the 
state organization. It is vital that librarians and trustees keep in close 
touch with state and national planning boards if libraries and librarians 
are to be a part of the educational program in a post war America and a 
post war world. There will be strength in united effort. 

The Secretary called attention to the various phases of the war in 
LIBRARY NEWS, Vol. VI, No. 3. In this article an effort was made to 
show that it would be necessary to change the policy of book selection in 
many libraries to meet the demands in a nation at war. Miss Rutzen not 
only emphasized the change of the policy of book selection, but also the 
necessity for many changes in the internal organization of the library. 

Each librarian and each member of the board of trustees, no matter 
where her field of service, is urged to evaluate her library in terms of a 
world at war, see that book funds are used to the very best advantage, 
find ways and means which will result in the best possible use of the 
material, and see that the internal organization and methods of reading 
guidance are such that patrons will solicit help and guidance. Each 
librarian must realize in the words of Elmer Davis, “In the present. . . 
librarians . .. carry a responsibility such as they have never carried 
in our history .. . they are combatants from this time on.” 
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS* 
Public Libraries, 1941 





Service Per 
Libraries Area Volumes Books Total Capita 
I secitdcssscanieninscicodec 930,426 341,755 $29,450.55 $ 86,897.96 .09 
including 13 county 
7 (subscription) .......... 91,517 53,838 3,757.64 1,992.79 11 
42t (counties, WPA, not 
working with estab- 
lished libraries) -..... 974,019 96,404 10,169.10 14,483.52 .014 
80 1,975,962 491,997 $43,375.29 $109,374.27 .057 


Senior Colleges—Scholastic Year 1941-1942 


Colleges Enrollment Volumes Books, 
(including binding and periodicals) 
9 (8) 6,323 311,793 $51,928.38 
Junior Colleges—Scholastic Year 1941-1942 
Colleges Enrollment Volumes Books, 
(including binding and periodicals) 
16 (11) 2,497 63,416 $8,455.52 


Senior High Schools Accredited by Southern Association, 
Scholastic Year 1941-1942 


Schools Enrollment Volumes Books, 
(ineluding periodicals) 
70 (53) 16,787 149,572 $18,661.18 


Two public libraries, one senior college library, five junior college 
libraries, and seventeen high school libraries failed to report. 


* For detailed statistics see tables in this bulletin. 
t Fiscal year October 1, 1941-September 30, 1942. 


+ Five cents per capita for service area; also for total population of 
2,183,796. 


§ Negro service is given in Alcorn County, Monroe County, Coahoma 
County, Leflore County, Washington County, Lauderdale County. 
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THE MEETING OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION FOR 1942 


By William D. McCain 


The President of the Mississippi Library Association deeply regrets 
that he has to announce that the annual meeting scheduled for November in 
Jackson will not be held. The Office of Defense Transportation recently 
requested that all county and state fairs and non-essential conventions 
be abandoned for the duration of the war. The President conferred with 
the other officers of the Association and with many of its members and 
finally came to the reluctant conclusion that the annual meeting should not 
be held in 1942. No decision has been reached concerning a meeting in 
1943; that matter can be better settled at the proper time in the future. 
Advice from the membership on this problem will be more than welcome. 


War demands will probably become so acute that all learned societies 
and organizations will be requested to suspend their metting for the 
duration of the war. Many library associations and historical societies 
have decided not to meet this year. The Southwestern Library Association 
and the Southeastern Library Association were to meet in New Orleans 
this year, but concluded that the meeting had to be postponed. The annual 
meeting of the Southern Historical Association, which was to be held 
in Montgomery, was cancelled. The Society of American Archivists and 
the American Association for State and Local History will meet in Rich- 
mond this month, but will probably decide not to convene again until the 
end of the war. 


The fact that the annual meeting will not be held this year should 
not deter librarians and libraries from paying their dues. The treasury 
of the Association now contains exactly $124.92. The bank account 
showed $124.21 when the present President assumed his office. If this 
surplus could be built up to $250.00, the Association would be in a much 
better position to invite noted Southern speakers for future annual book 
dinners. The annual membership fee for the individual is $1.00 and the 
annual institutional fee is $2.50. Since the secretary-treasurer elected 
at the last meeting has resigned, dues should be sent to William D. McCain, 
Department of Archives and History, Jackson, Mississippi. Checks and 
money orders should be made payable only to the Mississippi Library 
Association. 


Members of the Mississippi Library Association are now doing every- 
thing possible to contribute toward winning this war which has engulfed us. 
That certainly is as it should be, for anything else that we do or achieve 
will be valueless if we lose this war. The Germans seem to have taken 
great pride in burning books in the past few years. One of the first acts 
of the Japanese after their arrival in Manila was to burn books. The man 
who probably contributed most toward the development of libraries in 
Manila after the United States took over the Philippines was a close 
personal friend of the writer. It is well that he did not live long enough 
to see his great work destroyed by barbarians. 
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The lives of all librarians should always have been devoted to the 
collection and the disseminating of information on democracy, on repub- 
lican forms of government, on liberty, on freedom of speech, on Chris- 
tianity, and on the blessings of these institutions and ideals. Correct and 
powerful information contained in the printed page might have prevented 
this war. Correct and powerful information contained in the printed 
page will contribute toward winning this war and toward making this a 
better world after the war is won. All efforts of librarians should now 
be directed toward winning the war, for the world will matter little to 
us if the war is lost. Each and every librarian must do his or her best 
wherever he or she is. If every American turned every effort toward the 
winning of this war, there would be a great flood of accomplishment 
flowing toward an early termination of this conflict and toward making 
this present depraved and barbarous world a better place in which to 
live. 
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